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the rebels of the north and south would combine with the rebels
in La Vendee and the Vivarais for the capture of Paris.
The news which created most interest related to the arrest
of Bnssot on June 10 at Moulin^, and the daring escapes of
Petion, Lanjuinais, Lou vet, and Gnadet; and, on the motion of
Chasles, the rest of the Girondin prisoneis, including Veigniaud,
who could have escaped and would not take the opportunity,1
were ordered to the Abbaye on July 24, and imprisoned in the
Luxembourg on July 2(5. But all the excitement about the
Girondin deputies was thrown into the shade by the rumour
which rang through Paris with terrible significance, that
Marat had been murdered by a young ghl, the supposed
emissary of the escaped Girondms.

The Ami du Peuple had been confined to his house in the
Rue  des Cordeliers  by a severe skin-disease, and had not
been able to attend the sittings  of  the  Convention  since
June 8    His health was so very bad that, in spite of the
loving  care  of Simonne Evrard, whom he had manied, to
quote his own  words, "before Heaven,"  he  was  gradually
sinking, and could only find reliet by sitting m a hot bath.
He had been unable to publibh his journal with his usual
punctuality, and had received the condolences of a deputation
of the Jacobin Club on his state of health.    His last public
act in the Convention had been to try to save the lives of
Ducos, Lanthenas, and Dusaulx, and he knew as a medical
man that his end was fast approaching.    The fact of his dying
condition, however, was not known in the departments, and
he was believed to be the leader of the Mountain.   As has
been said, his influence had never been great in the Conven-
tion, and his bad state of health made it slighter than ever.
Yet his  bitter taunts in former days had exasperated the
Girondms more than the serious attacks of their more deter-
mined enemies, and they hated him with a bitter hatred
This   hatred  exhaled In  the   conversation of the escaped
Girondin deputies at Caen, and a young girl was excited by
it to a desire to murder their enoiny    Marie Anue Charlotte
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